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\a frame value storing unit for storing said frame feature value corresponding to 
said image data,\he frame value storing unit being connected to said frame feature value 
generating unit. 



2. (Amended) The image retrieval information storing apparatus according to claim 
1, further comprising: 

an index information generating unit for determining a feature frame among said 
image data and for generating\ndex information which is positional information of said featured 
frame; and 

an index informatiiwi storing unit for storing said index information, the index 
information storing unit being connected to said index information generating unit. 
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(Amended) An image retrieving apparatus, comprising: 

index information generating unit for receiving a frame feature value which is 
a numerical representation of a frame feature corresponding to a frame of image data, for 
determining a featureafiame among said image data based on said frame feature value in 
accordance with a request K^sextracting a featured frame, and for generating index information 
which is positional information oRsaid featured frame; and 

a first image retrieval e^cuting unit connected to said index information 
generating unit, for transmitting said requfe^t for extracting a featured frame to said index 
information generating unit, for receiving saicKndex information from said index information 
generating unit, for receiving said image data froms^utside, and for outputting a frame specified 
based on said index information. 



16. (Amended) The image retrieving apparatus according to claim 15, wherein said 
first image retrieval executing unit includes a second image retrieval executing unit connected to 
said index information generating unit, the second image retrieval>executing unit transmitting 
said request for extracting a featured frame to said index information generating unit, receiving 
said index information from said index information generating unit, receiving said image data 
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and index information from outside, and outputting a frame specified based on said index 
information received from said index information generating unit and from outside. 



Please add the following claims: 
—27. The image retrieval information storing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a coding information reading unit for reading prescribed coding informatjjeffi which 
is the base for extracting frame feature from said image data which is coded; anc 

said frame feature value generating unit generates said frjiiHtfleature value based on 
said coding information. 
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28. The image retrieval informatioj>^foring apparatus according to claim 27, further 
comprising: 

an index information generating unit for determining a featured frame among said 
image data, and for^efierating index information which is positional information of said featured 
frame; and 

an index information storing unit connected to said index information generating unit 
"storing said index information. 



3u^_2l_^29. An image retrieval information storing apparatus, comprising: 

a coding information reading unit for reading motion vector infonn^tierrffbm coded 

image data; 

a frame feature value generating unit, copaeCfed to said coding information reading 
unit, for calculating statistics of motion vectojs-cfsaid coded image data based on said motion vector 
information, and for generatine^fnotion vector frame feature value which is a numerical 
representation of frame feattfre; and 

a trafne feature value storing unit, connected to said frame feature value generating 
unit, for storing said motion vector frame feature value corresponding to said coded image data. 
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30. The image retrieval information storing apparatus according to claim 29^j»tner 
comprising: 

an index information generatingj^iit-iar^ a featured frame among said 

coded image data, and for gener^tinglSdex information which is positional information of said 
featured frame; and 

index information storing unit, connected to said index information generating 
unit, for st&ring said index information. 

^ ^ ^ 31. An image retrieval information storing apparatus comprising: 

a coding information reading unit for reading prediction mo£te i itfformation from 
coded image data; 

a frame feature value generating unit^Goilnected to said coding information reading 
unit, for counting a number of blocks c^decTm accordance with respective prediction methods for 
a frame, and for outputting^prediction mode frame feature value which is a numerical 
representation offjairfe feature; and 

a frame feature value storing unit, connected to said frame feature value generating 
iff or storing said prediction mode frame feature value corresponding to said coded image data. 



32. The image retrieval information storing apparatus according to claim 31, further 
comprising: 

an index information generating unit for deteniiinnrg^ featured frame among said 
coded image data, and for generating index information which is positional information of said 
featured frame; and 

anig.dex*lnFormation storing unit, connected to said index information generating 
unit, fcr.st6ring said index information. 



^\) ^^3) 33 . An image retrieval information managing apparatus, comprising: 
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a frame feaWe value reading unit for reading one or more frame feature values 
which are numerical representations of frame feature corresponding to one or more frames of image 
data and which are included into image retrieval information; and 

a frame feature value managing unit, connected to said frame feature value reading 
unit, for managing said frame feature values in form which can be used for image retrieval. 
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34. The image retrieval information managing apparatus according to claim 33, furthej 
comprising: 

an index information reading unit for reading one or more index information which 
are positional information of one or more featured frames representing said image d^ta and which 
are included in said image retrieval information; and 

an index information managing unit, connected to said indp^information reading 
unit, for managing said index information in a form that can be used ^for image retrieval. 

35. An image retrieval infoimatioipnanagmg^apparatus comprising: 
a frame feature value reading) urji^tor reading one or more frame feature values 

which include motion vector frame featuxs^duesj based on statistics of motion vectors of image 
data and which are included in an inia^e retrieval information; and 

a frame feature value managing unit, connected to said frame feature value reading 
unit, for managing said frajzfe feature values in a form that can be used for image retrieval. 



36. The^fhage retrieval information managing apparatus according to claim 35, further 
comprising: 

an index information reading unit for reading one or more index information which 
are positional information of one or more featured frames representing said image data and which 
are incpded in said image retrieval information; and 

an index information managing unit, connected to said index information reading 
unit/for managing said index information in a form that can be used for image retrieval. -a 
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